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YOUNG VOICES-
loving support
Pioneer Saint
By Cari Reinart
The g r ea te s t  p ion eers  of O kla­
hom a are not the p eop le  w h o  are  
famous and written about in books.  
T hey are the m en and w o m en  w ho  
help  other people  in n eed  by giving  
them  food, c lo thes ,  m ed ic ine , love,  
and support. T h ey  are the peop le  
w ho care about n eed y  peop le  as  if 
they  w ere  their  ow n  family. One  
Clinton person who cared for others  
w a s  Mrs. McClain Rogers.
B e s s i e  E. A l e x a n d e r  an d  Dr. 
McClain R ogers w ere  m arried in 
1 9 0 7 .  The couple moved  to Clinton 
a few  y ea rs  later w h en  Dr. R ogers  
started  a hospital.
Mrs. R ogers w a s  a lw a y s  active  
in the First M ethod ist  Church of 
Clinton. One of her special concerns  
w a s  the parsonage , res id en ce  of 
the preach ers  and their families.  
Mrs. Rogers believed  that it should  
be furnished as fine as p oss ib le ,  so  
sh e  repaired and c lean ed  the par­
s o n a g e  a s  b e s t  s h e  c o u ld  s o  it 
would be a good environm ent for 
the m in isters  and their families.
Mrs. Rogers a lso  taught children  
in S u n d a y  S c h o o l  a b o u t  f i f ty  to  
s ix ty  y ea rs  ago. At one tim e she  
w a s  su p er in ten d en t  of the Sunday- 
School.
She w as, in addition, active  in 
the kitchen; for in stan ce , sh e  and 
other w o m en  sa v e d  B etty  Crocker  
coupons to buy the church a se t  of 
s i l v e r w a r e .  S in c e  h e r  h u s b a n d  
w a s  a doctor and they  w ere  finan­
cially secure, she personally bought 
the church a se t  of china. In fact,
the china, n ow  worth th o u sa n d s  of 
dollars, is  still there. Mrs. R o g ers ’ 
m inistry  w a s  e x t e n s iv e - - s h e  and  
so m e  of her fr iends often cooked  
su p p er  for unfortunate p eop le  and 
se r v e d  them  at the church.
The d octor ’s wife h e lp ed  p eop le  
a w a y  from Clinton, too. For e x ­
am ple , sh e  w a s  ac t ive  in a s ta te  
organization for crippled children.  
She se r v e d  as  a rep r e se n ta t iv e  for 
W estern  Oklahoma.
Mrs. Rogers w a s  a lw a y s  helping  
people .  She h e lped  with a joyous  
m ood. She w a s  n ev er  unkind or 
u n ju s t .  S h e  e n c o u r a g e d  p e o p le  
an d  n e v e r  d e g r a d e d  t h e m .  S h e  
gladly did good d eed s .
Mrs. L. T. Madison, a c lose  friend, 
and Mrs. R ogers  freq u en tly  w en t  
to “ Black  T o w n ” if th ere  w a s  an 
ep id em ic  of so m e  sort and gave  
vacc inations  to the  little children.
8 W e s t v i e w . St r i n g  1 9 8 8
A n d  M rs .  R o g e r s  s o m e t i m e s  
grocery-shopped  for her husband’s 
e m p l o y e e s ;  s h e  d i d n ’t t e l l  her  
h u s b a n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  he  
had too m uch pride in him self.
A s th e se  d e ta i ls  illustrate , Mrs. 
McClain R ogers w a s  a v ery  great  
p e r s o n .  S h e  d id  m u c h  g o o d  for 
Clinton. One e x a m p le  is w hat she  
did for Mrs. L. T. M adison. She got 
Mrs. M adison  in te r e s te d  in n u rs ­
ing, and Mrs. M adison  b eca m e a 
nurse . Mrs. M adison  con sid ered  
Mrs. R o g ers  a sa in t ,  and I do too. I 
think there  should  be m ore people  
like Mrs. Rogers; I w ish  I had had 
an opportunity  to k n o w  her  p er ­
sonally. ■
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